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(Continued) 



Virginia and Pennsylvania Boundary Line Dispute. 

Westmoreland County [Pa]. 

Personally appeared before me one of the Justices of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the said County a certain William 
Crew an Inhabitant of said county living at Jacobs Creek about 
Six miles north of the Youghiogania River who on his Solemn 
Oath doth say that on the seventh day October last or there- 
about he this Deponent met nine or len men armed, being 
acquainted with one of them who was his neighbour, viz Moses 
White, shook hands with him, then s'd White said he was his 
prisoner this Deponent asked for what, likewise Enquired what 
authority he had, White said he had no orders, But only Verbal 
orders from Col. Stephenson this Deponent said he was willing 
to go aledging he had always done his duty so that they could 
have no Legal Charge against him. White said he should be 
tied agreeable to their Verbal order which they did in a very 
severe manner and said they Intended to serve Capt. Mason so 
they took this Deponent to Col. Stephenson's house, Colonel 
Stephenson Dain'd him and tied him again as tight as he could 
draw the Cord and put him into his meat house and Bound Ed- 
mund Lindsay to his Back some time in the night Col. Stephen- 
son Beat and abused this Deponent and a pen-knife and jobt it 
at his Eye swearing he would put out his Eye but fortunately 
mised by this Deponent's Dodging his head but cut his ear a 
little and then carried him into the Indian Country where he 
was tried by a Court Martial having no evidence there and 
sentenced to serve the Present tower of Duty, in the Virginia 
Militia and further saith not. 

Sworn and subscribed Before me the nth day of Nov'r 1775. 

Charles Foreman. 
A true copy. 
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Wm. Calderhead,* Norfolk, Va., to John Sheddon. 

Dear John, — I wrote you by the Eliza, and then I think men- 
tioned to you that my next would probably be the last you 
would receive from me for some time, owing to want of oppor- 
tunity, this I believe will be the last as we shall very soon be 
hem'd in from having any correspondance with the other parts 
of this Colony — it would be in vain for me to describe the dis- 
tracted situation in which we now are all over this Colony but 
particularly at this place. We are now reckoned enemies to 
American Liberty (would to God the natives would see it in the 
light we do, as it might save them from inevitable ruin) & are 
threatned with an invasion by most of the Troops now on pay 
here, who from report are determined to destroy at least all our 
Property if they do not go greater lengths, which is much 
dreaded. The Few Soldiery that are here with the aid of the 
inhabitants & two Sloops of war will by no means be able even 
to defend themselves & what the Consequence will be no man 
can say. Yesterday Lord Dunmore did proclaim Martial Law 
all over this Colony and has required all the Friends to his 
Majesty's Crown & Dignity to repair to the Royal Standard 
which is Erected in this County & that of Princess Anne adjoin- 
ing. By this you are informed that I have comenced Soldier 
(and most cheerfully in this cause) indeed two days ago 23 of the 
Scabby Racef went as volunteers with 200 Regulars against 300 
Shirt Men (The name by which the Provincials are known here) 
who stood two or three fires, X and then fled with great haste. 
As they were in the woods but three of them were killed & six 
made Prisoners — fortunately but one of our People was wounded 
whether this Skirmish will be attended with Good or Bad con- 
sequences we are very uncertain but are hopefull that it may 
deter the upland Troops from coming down upon us, so much 

*The two letters from Calderhead, Sheddon and Brown were inter- 
cepted by the Revolutionary party. 

fThis is probably a jocular reference to the writer's own race— Scotch. 

JThis refers to the skirmish at Kempsville, Princess Anne county. 
None of the real "shirt men," the up-country riflemen, appear to have. 
taken part in this affair. On the American side were only Princess 
Anne and Norfolk county militia. 
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in a hast for Politics. In the inclosed Letter to my Father is 
covered a Small Bill of Excha. , which by negotiating for him 
will add to the many obligations I already lay under to you 
excuse hast as above observed & Believe me, 

Dear Sir, Your Affect. Friend 

William Calderhead. 
Norfolk 16th Nov'r 1775. 



Robert Sheddon, Portsmouth, Va., to John Sheddon. 

Portsmouth, Nov. 20th, 1775. 

Dear Jack, — I have yet at this date an opportunity of writting 
you by the Christie, Capt. James Avery which I am sorie for. I 
wish she had sail'd 10 daysago as I expected, for I apprehend 
within this few days a great many people has had their Eyes 
opened and will write now by this Sloop for Goods. 

The Governor went this day week with a party of the Troops 
and some Voluntiers from Norfolk to the Great Bridge landed 
there and marched to Kemps, where a number of Shirt men 
from Princess Ann and same of Norfolk Co'y had collected to 
the number of 3 or 400 men who drew themselves up, and de- 
termined to wait the arrival of the Troops and give the Gover- 
nor Battle. As soon as the Troops appeared the Shirt men be- 
gin to fire as far as they could see them, and kept on fireing till 
the Troops got pretty near them but did no damage the 
Troops made one fire which made the shirt men all take to the 
Woods — they kill'd some say 4 or 5 others 8 or 9 and took a 
number of prisoners amongst them Colo. Hutchings* and An- 
thony Lawsonf who is now confined on Board the Elback — the 

*Col. Joseph Hutchings, of Norfolk Borough, which he had repre- 
sented in the House of Burgesses irom 1761 to 1775 continuously, and 
in the conventions of March and July, 1775. It is worthy of note that 
while their men appear to have done but little credit to themselves, 
Colonels Hutchings and Lawson stood their ground. Joseph Hutchings 
was a member of an old and prominent family of that section of the 
colony. 

t Anthony Lawson, colonel of the Princess Anne militia and a promi- 
nent citizen of that county, was born in 1734, and died February 16, 1785. 
When captured he was sent to East Florida; but in November, 1776, 
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Governor Immediately Issued his proclamation (Copy of which 
I enclosed Mr. Sym) declaring all Rebels that did not Imme- 
diately repair to the Kings Standard, their Negroes and 
Servants free that was able and willing to bear arms, since 
that the whole Countys of Norfolk & Princes Ann to a 
man has come in to the Standard which is now erected 
in Norfolk and taken the Oaths of Allegiance to his Majesty — a 
few Individuals excepted which the Governor would not allow 
in order to make some examples of some of the Leading men 
before Saturday night I think Government will have such a 
party here as the Shirt men dare not face there was a great 
many Volunteers went with the Governor and his party to 
Kemps, the greatest part of which has had the offer of Com- 
missions. Amongst the rest George Blair is appointed and has 
accepted a Captains Commission in one of the Companys that is 
to be raised Immediately. I hope we shall be allowed to remain 
in peace and G uc *eness now. John Brown who was one of the 
Volunteers upon the strength of being protected has begun to 
Load his Scho. with Staves for Jamacca, they bear a high price 
amongst all the West Indies Islands. I should send Pickets 
Sloop out immediately but I keep him to hold my goods in 
case of accident that I may have my property chiefly afloat — As 
soon as the Reg't is completed that is now raising, I shall land 
the whole of my goods and think them very safe in my stores 
again — let me beg of you to loose not a moment but be as, Ex- 
peditions as possible and bring out as many Goods in the Brig 
as she will hold, now is the time to strike a bold stroke depend 
upon it you'd never have such anotherto make money by dry 
Goods in this Country — Oznubrigs & Canvas a large q'ty course 
linens, checks, sheetings handf, stockings, and every necessary 

was paroled. An offer was made by the Virginia Committee of Safety 
to exchange two of Dunmore's Virginia colonels, Alexander Gordon 
and Jacob Ellegood, who had been captured by the Virginians, for 
Lawson and Hutchings; but there seems to have been some hitch in the 
arrangements, for Ellegood, at least, remained long a prisoner. The 
Lawson family was one of prominence in Norfolk and Princess Anne 
counties, and descended from Anthony Lawson, of Londonderry, 
Ireland, merchant, who came to Virginia about 1673. See Lower 
Nur/olk County Virginia Antiquary I, 47-55. 
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article a large and full assortment of goods, nails &c. bring as 
many as you can get credit for — If Gibsons Sloop is at Glasgow, 
I would wish him loaded also — If you was to bring 20 M £ 
ster'g I am certain they could be sold of Instantly and to 
advantage, have them insured that in case of accident y'r credi- 
itors may be safe. 

As soon as matters is a little settled here, I expect to be a 
Considerable remitter. I have 1300/ Sterg. from the birth [?] 
will be due in a few months, and the like sum from Calderhead, 
besides 1000 £ owing me in Norfolk and which is owing me in 
the Country. If we could have a meeting and any sort of pay- 
ments, I expect to remit a large sum. I am afraid McKenals 
lost he has never been heard of since he sail'd from the W. In- 
dies the 30th Augt. for Norfolk — the Aguther is never yet ar- 
rived. I am afraid he will be a long time detained in [Lebay]. 

Agie is perfectly recovered since you left us I thank God and 
we are all in good health — remember us all to my Mama and 
Sisters and all Friends. 

I am Dear Jack, 

Your affect Brother, 

Robert Shedden. 



Northampton County Committee to the General 
Committee of Safety. 

Northampton County, 25th November, 1775. 
To The Committee of Safety at Williamsburg. 

Gentlemen, — Fearing our dispatches to you might be inter- 
cepted we have sent an express to the general Congress* of which 

*The action ot the Northampton Committee here given, the reference 
in the Chesterfield Petition (Ante p. 127), and that in the Northampton 
Petition (Ante 53) are examples showing the feeling of the people of 
Virginia at this time to the Continental Congress. 

The two Eastern Shore counties, Accomac and Northampton, were in 
the Revolution as in the Civil war, to a great extent cut off from the 
main portion of Virginia; but during each struggle the mass of their 
people was devotedly loyal to the State. Within a short time after the 
date of this action of the Northampton Committee, Virginia took 
measures to protect the Eastern Shore, and early in 1776 the 9th 
regiment, Col. Thomas Fleming, was stationed there. 
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the inclosed is a copy, and we hope our present alarming situa- 
tion will meet your serious attention. We are much concerned 
to find we have been blamed by your Board for not having pro- 
cured the proper supplies of amunition. We think it our duty 
to inform you that two vessels have been sent from this to the 
West Indies for that purpose and both were lost. A third sailed 
just before the late severe Gust, arid we fear has shared the same 
fate. Some of our Body have also applied at Philadelphia for 
powder but without success, altho' the application was made to 
one of the Virginia Delegates, as well as to many of the Mer- 
chants in that town. We are impatient to know the result of 
your deliberation. I am by order and in behalf of the Com- 
mittee of Northampton, 

Your ob't humble Serv., 

Samuel S. McCroskey. 



Northampton Committee of Safety to the Continental 

Congress. 

Gentlemen, — The following information being gathered from 
intercepted Letters and other authentic testimony, we beg leave 
to lay the same before you, and hope you will judge it deserving 
your most serious attention. 

That Lord Dunmore on the 14th Instant with a Party of 
Regulars and a number of Volunteers Inhabitants of Norfolk 
had attacked a party of Provincials near Kemp's Landing when 
the latter retreated with the loss of a few men killed and taken 
amongst whom is Colo. Joseph Hutchings mad prisoner, that 
his Lordship had erected the Kings standard in Norfolk and 
proclaimed all slaves free who would join him and take up arms, 
that a number of about 200 slaves immediately joined him, and 
were furnished with arms, and crouding to him when the advice 
came from thence; that the Inhabitants of Norfolk and Princess 
Anne had every one appeared and taken an Oath of which the 
inclosed paper No. 1 is a copy in so much says the writer that 
"Treason had not one Abetter in the extensive County of 
Princess Anne" that on the 18th forty Volunteers and forty 
soldiers sett off to take possession of the great Bridge and that 
100 men were to join them from Princess Anne, headed by Colo. 
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Jacob Ellegood,* that Colo. Willoughlyf had ordered in all the 
Princess Anne Malitia, and that the Governor was at the head 
of 1 200 men and it was expected in a few days would have at 
least 2000 all determined to guard the passes to Norfolk and 
Princess Anne Counties. 

This intelligence has exceedingly alarmed this Committee as 
we have reason to believe Lord Dunmore will soon pay us a 
visit here, who we are totally unprepared at present to receive 
him. Our County from a Peninsula bounded on the East by 
the Sea and on the West by Chesapeake Bay, with a number of 
Rivers and navigable creeks for large Tenders, our coast 80 

*Jacob Ellegood, a member of an old and prominent Princess Anne 
family was one of the few Virginians belonging to families of respecta- 
bility and long standing in the colony, who took the English side. He 
joined Dunmore as soon as hostilities began and was commissioned a 
colonel. Later he was captured by the Virginians and was long a 
prisoner. After the war he settled in Canada, where several of his 
descendants have been men of prominence. 

tCol. John Willoughby,of " Willoughby Point," Norfolk county, was 
its county lieutenant at the beginning of the Revolution, though then 
quite, an old man. He was chairman of the County Committee of Safety, 
but on November 17th, 177s, was summoned before Dunmore, and di- 
rected to take the oath of allegiance under threat of arrest if he re- 
fused. He did, after trying to avoid it, take the oath and even wrote to 
the captains of militia in the county to assemble their companies in sup- 
port of Dunmore. Late in 1775 he was arrested and carried to Wil- 
liamsburg, where his conduct was investigated by the Convention. On 
January 3, 1776, that body acquitted him from blame as acting under du- 
ress. The Virginia Gazette of May 10, 1776, state that, in spite of the 
lenient treatment he had received from the Convention, Col. Willoughby 
had a short time before together with his son, and 60 or 70 of his negroesi 
again joined Dunmore, thereby, says the indignant news writer, " Mak- 
ing himself a vile apostate and black traitor." Some doubt is cast on 
the entire truth of this statement by the fact that on the margin of the 
copy of the Gazette (in the Virginia State Library) is written, in a contem- 
porary hand, " A lie." The family of Willoughby had almost from the 
first settlement of the country, been prominent in the affairs of county 
and colony, and the troubles brought on by his divided affections were 
too great for the old man to bear, as he died in 1776. His son and 
other relatives remained in Virginia, and the well-known Willoughby 
Spit, near Norfolk, derives its name from the family. See this Maga- 
zine I, 447-450; IV, 81-85. 
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miles in Extent; our slaves numerous being more than double 
the number of whites; our Militia not exceeding four hundred 
men; our people with few arms and less amunition for which 
reason we fear few of them would attempt any resistance, and 
we even have reason to think that if Lord Dunmore was to de- 
mand our persons, that the people around us would deliver us 
up rather than be exposed to the fury of his soldiers and our 
slaves — A people acting upon such principles certainly deserve 
but little assistance from the Publick; but we beg leave to 
represent to you in what manner the possession of this place 
would effect the common cause and increase his Lordships In- 
fluence. Should his Lordship land any troops here we can 
have no assistance from the western shore of Virginia while the 
Coast is guarded by his tenders and after making himself Master 
of his place, he no doubt, as he has done in Princess Anne, 
would compel the people to take up arms, and lead them against 
the adjacent Counties — In the mean time the slaves would croud 
to his standard, and his army become formidable in numbers, 
and what we conceive to be most material he would have 
possession of near half a million of Bushels of Grain, by which 
means he might open Export to the West Indies and the Army 
at Boston. In such a situation, those who have manifested their 
attachments to the american cause would first be exposed to his 
Lordships resentment, and we fear the more numerous body of 
the people would stand censured by their Country and at a 
future Day be exposed to its Vengeance. In this critical situa 
tion we think it our bounden duty to inform you of our danger 
and the danger to which the common Interest is exposed, and 
to pray such immediate Assistance and direction as you in your 
great wisdom shall think the Importance of the case requires, to 
encourage the friends of America and keep the disaffected in awe. 
At the last convention held in this Colony a number of minute 
companies were directed to be raised in this District, but have 
never been completed, people in general being averse to the 
minute service. None of our people have ever been in actual 
service and therefore have no officers of Experience on whom 
they can rely. Great pains have been taken to debauch their 
minds and to keep them totally pacific. Lord Dunmore's Ten- 
ders have frequently come upon our coast and have insinuated 
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to the fishermen and all the lower class of people, that they had 
nothing to fear, that no harm was intended against them, 
that they would never injure any other than their Com- 
mittee-men and other principal people, and persuaded many 
by these means, that those who advised them to take up 
arms are their greatest Enemies, and perhaps if matters should 
soon come to an Extremity we should be exposed to the fury of 
the people, many Gentlemen here in short almost every man of 
considerable property is well affected to the American Cause, 
but many forbear openly to declare their sentiments or take an 
active part till they can see some force ready to assist them, 
afford a reasonable expectation of succeeding. In such a case 
we have reason to believe that some Companies of regulars 
might be instantly raised in these two Counties of Northampton 
and Accomack and that the greatest part of the Militia might 
be drawn into service in case of an alarm. But as matters at 
present stand this committee have very little authority and we 
should not be surprised if Exports are immediately opened to 
the West Indies. This the people of Norfolk have already de- 
termin'd upon, and that County affords great Quantities of 
Lumber. This place can and we fear may be obliged to supply 
them with Grain if some effectual measures are not taken to 
prevent it. We have in this critical and alarming state in which 
the general interest of America, the safety of our persons, and 
all others here who are well affected to the cause are so deeply 
interested, thought it most proper to lay this Information before 
your honourable Board, not only, as it is a matter of continental 
concern, but as troops (in case you should judge it necessary to 
send any here) can be drawn much quicker and with more safety 
from the northward than from the Western Shore of Virginia. 
Untill some active step is taken, this committee must silently 
put up with several Enormities but when they can be properly 
assisted or supported your honourable Board may rely upon 
their acting with Zeal and unanimity, and we hope if any Troops 
are sent such directions may be given, that it may appear that 
this committee possesses the confidence of your Body and have 
acquitted themselves in the best manner their dangerous and 
critical situation will admit of. His Lordship landed force, ex- 
clusive of the Norfolk and Princess Anne Volunteers and 
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negroes is not considerable. His naval force at present con- 
sists of four Ships from 16 to 22 Guns each, and a number of 
Sloops, Schooners and Boats. His small Vessels are often 
scattered and at a distance from the ships, and since he has 
attempted expeditions on shore, we learn that pari of the men 
belonging to the Vessels are often absent from their Duty on 
Board, we impatiently wait the Result of your Deliberations 
and in the mean time we are with greatest respect. 
Gentlemen Your ob't humbl. Servants, 

By order of the Committee. 

Samuel S. McCroskey,* Chair. 

Griffin Stith, Jun'r, Clerk. 



Lord Dunmore's Oath of Allegiance. 
[Inclosed in Above]. 
Whereas a set of factious men under the names of Committees 
Conventions and Congresses have violently and under various 
pretences usurped the legislative and executive powers of 
Government and are thereby endeavouring to overturn our 
Constitution and have incured the Guilt of actual Rebellion 
against our most gracious Sovereign, I, A. B. do therefore 
abjure all their Authority and solemnly promise in the presence 
of Almighty God to bear faith and true Allegiance to his sacred 
Majesty George 3d and will to the utmost of my power and 
ability support maintain and defend his Crown and dignity 
against all traiterous attempts and conspiracies whatsoever. 
So help me God. [ I 775-] 



John Brown, Norfolk, to Wm. Brown, London. 

Norfolk, Virg. 21. Nov. 1775. 
Dear Brother, — I have not received any of your favors since 
the first July. I have now the pleasure of informing you of 

* This is an example of which there are several other instances, where 
ministers of the Established Church took an active part on the popular 
side. Rev. Samuel McCroskey was rector of Hungar's Parish, 
Northampton, from 1774 until his death in 1803 (Meade I, 258). 
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some matterss that have happened here which I hope will be 
productive of restoring peace to this distracted Land. On the 
night of the fourteenth Lord Dunmore with one hundred & 
thirty of the Regulars, here commanded by Capt. Lessly, 
Joined by Thirty Volunteers from Norfolk (one of which I had 
the honor to be) marched to the great Bridge in order to dislodge 
a body of about Three Hundred Rebels that had taken a post 
there. They received information of our intention and all dis- 
persed to the Woods; From thence we marched to the Kemps 
Town about a half mile from Anthony Walke's Houses. Three 
Hundred of the Princess Ann insurgeons were posted in a 
Thickett along the edge of the road for half a mile. They 
fired one Gun at our flanking partee & Two at our advance 
Guard, which gave us the alarm. This was returned with a 
heavee fire from the Grandeers, which instantly put the Villians 
to flight, we killed a few of them on the spott drove them into a 
a river where two of them drowned, took nineteen prisoners, 
with Anthony Lawson, & Joseph Hutchins Two Field officers, 
we arrived at Kemps in triumph where the Gov's Proclamation 
was Published and dispersed throughout the Country. The 
Kings standard was hoisted. The day after The whole Coun- 
try flocked to it took Oath of Allegiance abjurringall commit- 
tees & Conventions and declaring there readyness to defend his 
Majesty's Crown & dignity whenever called upon by his Excel- 
lency for that purpose — 

We reached Norfolk the 17th where an entertainment was 
provided by the inhabitants for his Excellency and those under 
his Command, and the Standard errected before the Court House 
and the whole County striving who can get first to the Book, 
so in a short time I hope to be able to inform you threw the Vig- 
ellence and ability of Lord Dunmore that trade will be restored. 
I can assure you that L. Dunmore is so much admired in this 
part of the Country, That he might have 500 Volunteers to 
march with him to any part of the Country, 

I have provided 100 M Staves (or the Jam'er market for which 
I expect ^20 p thousand from the last advices especially as 
shall be the first at market. 

The proceeds of those will be remitted home in Bills & they 
will go principally consigned to Carthcart & Merrill of Kingston- 
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You are hereby ordered to ship by the first opportunity One 
Thousand pounds sterl'g Value in Linnen Goods agreeable to a 
list enclosed, if no opportunity offers quicke charter a Vessell of 
150 Tuns for the purpose to Load for Britain Tobo. Navall 
stores, or Lumber agreeable to our order here in this matter fail 
not as they will leave a profit of one Thousand pound if they are 
the first here, all your orders for wheat &c. shall be Attended to. 
You may depend that I shall push matters with vigor as soon as 
peace is general restored I am 

Dear Brother Your ob't Serv't, 

John Brown. 
Mr. William Brown, Merchant, London. 



Accomack Committee to the Convention. 

Accomack Committee, November 30th 1775. 

To the Honorable the President & Gentlemen Delegates of 
the Convention of Virginia 
We the Committee of Accomack County now sitting having 
much at heart the good and prosperity of our unhappy Coun- 
try rendered so by our unnatural and unjust Procedure of our 
Mother County and being earnestly desirous of by all means in 
our Power to render ineffectual the pernicious attempts of the 
Tools of Ministry to enforce their long concerted scheme of De- 
stroying American Liberty and thereby smoothing the way to in- 
troduce throughout the British Dominions the Same Despo- 
tism under which the greatest part of the Universe is held 
subjected, find ourselves, unhappyly oblidged to address you on 
our present situation assuring you at the same time that any 
Dangers however emminent to which we may be exposed shall 
never cause us to turn off our eyes from the Glorious cause in 
which we together with the rest of America are embarked of 
some cf which dangers we are so sensible that it has upon con- 
sideration been our unanimous opinion that it would be unsafe, 
& imprudent for the Delegates of this County to attend the meet- 
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ing of the Convention on the first of December while our Bay is 
in the Possession of our enemies & swarms with their Tenders 
who we have every Reason to believe will be on the Watch to 
Seize our Delegates on their Passage; in Consequence we shall 
be on that account unrepresented but we hope you will be as- 
sured that we have the utmost confidence in the collected Wis- 
doms of the remaining part of the Colony and shall hold our- 
selves sacredly bound by their Ordinances. 

We beg leave also to express to you that from our local Cir- 
cumstances we consider ourselves as much exposed while at the 
same time we are almost cut off from all Possibility of succour — 
since while the Bay is in Possession of the Kings ships they will 
have it in their Power to intercept any assistance you might be 
Disposed to send us from the Western Shore of this Colony; 
And as to the Neighbouring Province of Maryland by the regu- 
lation adopted by their Provincial and the minute-men of the 
two adjoining Counties Somerset & Worcester from which 
Counties alone we could have speedy assistance when formed 
amount to but two Companies consisting of sixty-eight privates 
each exclusive of Officers. 

Let us now turn our View to our internal force and we are 
under a necessity of informing you that altho' the County almost 
to a man are ready to embody themselves as a Militia yet we 
find insuperable Difficulties in forming our Companies of Minute- 
Men. Not one is yet compleated whereas the necessity is too 
apparent that we should have a select number of our Troops 
better disciplined than the Militia can possibly be in any short 
time: One great objection the Inhabitants have to enlist as 
Minute- Men Arises from the time of Encampment being such 
that it must unavoidably break in upon their whole years Busi- 
ness while they are only allowed pay for the actual time of Duty 
this renders them much more inclinable to enter into the regular 
than the Minute Service. We would therefore submit to you 
whether it might not be attended with more salutary Effects if a 
greater Number of regulars should be allowed for this District 
instead of the Minute Companies before Ordained which number 
of regulars we would submit to your Discretion. 
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We beg leave also to Transmit to you the Depositions of cer- 
tain inhabitants of Somerset & Worcester Counties who having 
fled from Maryland with a certain William Bartlet Townsend on 
board of the Man of War at Norfolk were lately made Prisoners 
in this County as they were endeavoring to Effect their Return. 

We must likewise inform you that notwithstanding our utmost 
endeavours to procure Arms and Amunition our County Maga- 
zine is still very small; We must therefore ask your Assistance 
in that particular if you find it Practicable by Any mode to 
supply us therewith. 

By Order 01 the Committee. 

Southey Simpson,* Chairman. 
J as. Powell, Cl'k. 
30th Nov. 1775. 

* Southey Simpson was a Burgess for Accomac 1761-1775, and of the 
Convention of 1776. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



